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CLOCKWISE Ron Carson–Chairman, Ron Jeffery–Founding Board Member, Tanya Hulbert–Administrator

The Saskatchewan Oil and Gas 
Show has run for over 25 years, 
but Ron Jeffery remembers how it 

began. It was 1984 and he was serving 
on a city community development 
committee when a fellow member 
suggested that they hold an oil show. 

“The rest of us said ‘what’s an oil show?’” 
Mr. Jeffery chuckles. Thanks to the 
efforts of the speedily-formed Weyburn 
Oil Show Board, the first biennial 
Saskatchewan Oil and Gas Show was 
held within a year. Mr. Jeffery served as 
show coordinator, a role he retained as 
the event grew in scope—although, this 
year, he’ll act as an advisor instead. 

Mr. Jeffery emphasizes that it’s the 
character of the industry professionals 
and board members involved in the show 
that make the event a pleasure to stage 

time and time again. “The oil industry 
has always been so easy to work with,” 
he says. “When a problem presents 
itself, there was always someone in the 
industry who had a solution.”

The 2013 Saskatchewan Oil and Gas Show 
will take place on June 5 and 6 at the 
Weyburn Exhibition Grounds. Thousands 
of exhibitors and guests will once again 
enjoy varied social events including a steak 
and lobster dinner, BBQ pit roast and the 
PSAC Barnstorming Breakfast. 

“It’s a fun way to do business,” says 
Mr. Jeffery. Such networking activities, 
combined with the show’s first-rate 
exhibitors, help make its industry 
international. “People come to the 
show from all over North America: to 
participate in it and to see products and 
services,” he says. “Exhibitors come from 
all sectors of the oil and gas industry.”

Ron Carson, president of Carson Energy 
Services Ltd. A URS Flint Company  
and this show’s chairman, says “We’re 
anticipating a huge turnout. Our inside 
and outside displays are all filled and 
have a waiting list.” 2013 will be Mr. 
Carson’s third term as chairman and 
the evidence suggests this show will be 
more successful than ever. 

For Tanya Hulbert, this will be her second 
show as Administrator. She came into 
the position at the end of 2009. “It was 
very intimidating at first understanding 
how this show all gets pulled together, 
but it soon became evident that it could 
not be possible without the generosity 
of the companies and individuals that 
are a part of this unique industry.” Mrs. 
Hulbert sees the oil show as a great 
educational opportunity for people that 
are not in the industry to come and see 
what it is all about.



TOP–BOTTOM L–R Sandy Alexander,  
Ray Frehlick, Stan Runne–Finance,  

Darcy Cretin–Vice Chair, 

In addition to developing the show’s 
website, Sandra Alexander manages 
the event’s registration. She’s served the 
show in various capacities for over 20 
years, and she has had the opportunity 
to watch the industry evolve. According 
to Mrs. Alexander, the change in the 
technology used is “incredible,” but some 
important things have stayed the same. 
She says, “The friendliness of the people 
hasn’t changed.”

Ray Frehlick, president and general 
manager of Prairie Mud & Chemical 
Services Ltd., has been a board member 
since 1996, twice serving as chairman. 
He sees keeping abreast of industry 
evolution as increasingly important in the 
changing face of oil and gas technology. 

“The industry has a challenging future,” 
says Mr. Frehlick. “It’s innovations, new 
products and new technologies that 
drive it.” Such mutability helps make 
each show interesting. “There are 
always different highlights, because 
there are always new products and 
new technology coming on board, and 
that’s how the industry keeps growing,” 
he says. “With new technology we can 
get more [oil] out of the ground than we 
ever did before.”

Stan Runne has been involved with the 
show since its establishment, joining 
the board after his 2001 retirement. He 
currently serves as its financial advisor. 
“I don’t know how you could live in this 
corner of the province without knowing 
how significant it is,” he says, adding 
that the show has provided numerous 
benefits “to both Weyburn and Estevan.” 

Although Mr. Runne will likely be 
“retiring” from the show after 2013, he’s 
confident in those picking up where he 
left off. “Everything just sort of falls into 
place—not by accident, but hard work.”

Darcy Cretin, three-time previous 
chairman and this year’s vice chair, is 
proud to identify what might be the 
show’s biggest benefit to Weyburn. 
“We’ve reinvested profits and proceeds 
from the show back into the city,” he 
says. Probably, he estimates, about 
$50,000 per show. 



TOP–BOTTOM Jim Hutt, 2013 Oilshow Board Executive 

The Oil and Gas Show also serves as a 
large fundraising opportunity to many 
service clubs: the Weyburn Young 
Fellows Club, Weyburn Red Wings, Silver 
Seals Swim Club, Kinsmen and Kinettes, 
Weyburn Curling Club, Weyburn Beavers 
Baseball Club, Weyburn Golf Club, Beta 
Sigma Phi and The Family Place, to name 
just a few. 

Jim Hutt has served as the show’s 
grounds manager since he started in 
1987. The job includes numbering and 
plotting exhibitors’ lots, readying the 
show’s power, relaying shipments to 
booths and generally facilitating all the 
needs of the exhibitors and show setup. 

Hutt is helped by many volunteers and 
often industry companies will loan 
equipment for the use of the show. In the 
show’s off years, Mr. Hutt notes, local 
groups such as the Weyburn Agricultural 
Society make use of the grounds, which 
are on municipal land. “Although it’s 
the city’s oil show, they’ve done a lot of 
work developing the grounds so that it’s 
usable for the community.” 

The show is also a venue for the 
Saskatchewan Oil Industry Board of 
Governors, currently chaired by Bonnie 
DuPont and Murray Propp, to honour 
those who excel in the trade. Doug Emsley, 
who sits on the Board of Governors, says 
that the influence of Saskatchewan’s oil 
professionals has been felt internationally: 
“We needed to recognize the contribution 
made around the world.” 

Therefore, since 1989, each show has seen 
new individuals appointed to an industry 
Hall of Fame and presented with the 
Saskatchewan Oilman of the Year award.

While large amounts of time and 
manpower are required to stage the 
show, its benefits to the industry and its 
host city are equally profound. Weyburn 
residents can visit the Saskatchewan 
Oil and Gas Show for an education on 
a trade that benefits their community in 
more ways than they might know. 

The complete board of the 2013 
Saskatchewan Oil and Gas Show 
consists of Chairman, Ron Carson; Vice 
Chairman, Darcy Cretin; Administrator, 
Tanya Hulbert; and board members: Bill 
Pittman, Darren Woodard, Darryl Ward, 
Del Mondor, Don Sealy, Don Struthers, 
Doug Emsley, Jim Hutt, Jim York, Johnny 

Johnston, Kim Brady, Larry Heggs, 
Laurence Woodard, Mark Schneider, 
Mayor Debra Button, Morley Forsgren, 
Owen Skjonsby, Ray Frehlick, Ron Bartlett, 
Ron Jeffery, Sandy Alexander, Stan Runne, 
Tim Bangsund, Trevor Pandachuk, Trevor 
Sealy, and Yvette Delanoy. FLEW

The Saskatchewan Oil and Gas Show
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